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AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

FOREST COMMUNITIES AND STRUCTURES
Table 19 is a generalized display of the acres of forest com-
munities from lower to higher elevations, the percentage of
each community and the amount of each type located both
inside Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) and outside WSAs.
This distinction is made as acreage within WSAs is man-
aged under BLM’s Interim Management Policy for lands
under wilderness review and treatments must be limited to
those that will not impair the wilderness characteristic.

Approximately 83 percent of forested lands are predomi-
nantly Douglas-fir or a mix of Douglas-fir and lodgepole
pine. These communities are primarily found in the lower
to mid elevation forested lands in the planning area. Upper
elevation forested lands are primarily managed by the For-
est Service. Depending upon aspect, elevation, and soil types
some mid elevation species groups will normally have an
unclassified mix of subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce.
This is especially noticeable in stands that have not under-
gone some disturbance in the past 50 years or more. Dou-
glas-fir and lodgepole pine are also found in some upper
elevation communities that have under
disturbance in the past century.

Figure 3 shows the approximate structure distribution of
the major species groups in the DFO. The largest propor-
tion is sawlog (mature) or “Gold” size classes. This reflects
a lack of major fire or human generated disturbances in the

past 80 to 100 years. The smaller proportion of pole size or
“Juvenile” structures reflects the influx of in-growth that
began with the advent of fire suppression from the late 1800s.
The smallest size class, seedling/sapling or “Infant” indi-
cates the relatively small proportion of lands in the plan-
ning area that have been treated by either single age class
harvest activity or have been subjected to stand replacing
wildland fire events or other disturbances.

Table 19
Acres and Percentages of Forest Communities in the Planning Area

Acres/% of Forest Acres/% of Forest Acres/% of Forest
Type Relative to Type in Wilderness Type Outside

Primary Forest Species All Forest Acres* or WSAs of WSAs

Lowest Elevation/ Warmest & Driest 2,699 acres/ 618 acres/ 2,081 acres/
(Limber pine, Rocky Mountain Juniper, 1.81% 22.90% 77.10%
DF and DF encroachment)

Lower Elevation/Warm and More Moist 78,497 acres/ 32,131 acres/ 46,366 acres/
(Primarily Douglas-fir) 52.60% 40.93% 59.07%

Low to Mid Elevation/Cool and Increasing Moisture 37,601 acres/ 15,857 acres/ 21,744 acres/
(Primarily Douglas-fir and lodgepole pine) 25.20% 42.17% 57.83%

Mid to Upper  
(Primarily sub alpine fir, Engelmann spruce and 21,929 acres/ 15,830 acres/ 6,099 acres/
Whitebark pine) 14.69% 72.19% 27.81%

Aspen 8,507 acres/ 1827 acres/ 6,680 acres/
5.07% 21.48% 78.52%

Total Acres 149,233 66,263 (44.40%) 82,970 (55.60%)

Elevation/Cooler and Moist
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